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We hope you
will check out
the Nadrasca
Bookshop at
15 Chapel Street,
Blackburn
(opposite the
Post Ofﬁce).
It has been
given a
makeover!
Hours of
operation are
9am–5pm
Monday to
Friday.

From
the desk
of the
Executive
Director

Brian Hayes retires
Brian Hayes, one of the
staunchest founders of
Nadrasca, retired as Director
and Chairman at Nadrasca’s
AGM on 7 October 2008.

that include supported employment, day services,
accommodation services, leisure & recreation
programs, and aged persons’ services from 23 locations
to over 350 people with a disability, and employing
150 staff.

Brian was Chairman and President of
Nadrasca for 21 years and Treasurer
of Nadrasca for the previous 20 years.

Brian has overseen this growth and ensured the
ﬁnancial stability of the organisation over the 41 years.
Brian is not a parent of a child with a disability and his
time and involvement over this time has been totally
unconditional.

On 19 September 1966 at a meeting of the Nunawading
APEX Club it was moved that the club appoint
members to a sub-committee to determine if there
was a need for a centre for handicapped children in
Nunawading. One of the members was Brian Hayes.
The committee initiated a survey in the community to
determine the needs of parents and their children with
a disability, and called a public meeting in Mitcham.
This committee ultimately gave birth to Nadrasca on
25 July 1967.
Under Brian’s stewardship, the organisation has
grown from a day training centre with one teacher
and six children to an organisation providing services
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Brian’s service to the Nadrasca Community was
recognised recently when he received a Distinguished
Service Award from National Disability Services. Brian
also received a Community Service certiﬁcate signed
by the Prime Minister in recognition for his lifelong
volunteering services to the community. He most
certainly deserves these awards.
The Nadrasca Community would like to express its
gratitude to Brian for his dedicated voluntary service
over this time, and wishes Brian and his wife Rosemary
best wishes for the future.
continued page 2

HOLIDAY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The Rooks Rd Ofﬁce closes from midday 23 December and
reopens 8.00am Monday 5 January 2009
Community Options (Witt St & High St) close 23 December.
Staff return on 19 January, clients return on 20 January.
Industry Services closes 23 December 2008
and reopens 19 January 2009.
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Brian Hayes Retires

Nadrasca ‘Needs Analysis’

As one door
closes another
one opens. The
Nadrasca Board
is pleased to
advise that the
newly elected Chairman
of Nadrasca is Mike Poole.
Mike has been a Board
member for just over two
years and was the Dealer
Principal of Peninsula Honda
in Mornington. Mike retired
from his business on 28
November 2008 and so will
be able to devote more time
to Nadrasca. Mike’s previous
business partner was Roy
Travis who was President of
Nadrasca from 1980-1986.
Many members may recall
Roy and his involvement
with Nadrasca in the
1980’s before he shifted
to Mornington.
Keith Kilner
(right) was reelected Deputy
Chairman. Keith
has also been
involved with Nadrasca
for 42 years and has made
a signiﬁcant voluntary
contribution to Nadrasca’s
success. Nadrasca
congratulates both Mike and
Keith on their appointments.

Earlier this year, rather than making strategic decisions based on perceptions and
anecdotal information, the Board decided to conduct a ‘Needs Analysis Survey’ of the
Nadrasca Community: parents, carers, siblings, employees and clients.

(from page 1)

The key objectives of the market
research were to establish:
• why people initially chose Nadrasca
• which services Nadrasca clients used;
and their effectiveness
• other services used; or what Nadrasca
could provide
• services required in the next 5 to 10
years
• an understanding of the clients’ living
arrangements, ﬁnancial support and
future care expectations.

Surveys were distributed to 655 people
– 350 parents / carers and 305 clients /
employees, and there was an excellent 47%
response rate. All age groups were well
represented with 65% of parents over 60,
52% of employees and clients under
40 and 48% of employees and clients over
40 responding.
Did you know that 35% heard about
Nadrasca from Schools, 19% through a
family friend and 11% from DHS?
56% chose Nadrasca because of
employment, 51% because of location,
and 38% because of transport availability.

Season’s Greetings!
Another year has passed
and again the Board and
Management of Nadrasca
thank all of those involved
with Nadrasca for their
support, and wishes the
staff, employees, members,
clients, families and carers
Season’s Greetings and a
Happy New Year for 2009.

Gus Koedyk
Executive
Director

The Board and management have scheduled a strategic planning day for 7 February 2009 and
the results of the ‘Needs Analysis Survey’ will be taken into account when identifying future
services.
If you want to know more, additional information is available on Nadrasca’s website
www.nadrasca.com.au

A Spot
of
History

The 2.12 hectare site at Rooks Road was purchased by
Nadrasca from Australia Post in 2001. Nadrasca’s Head
Ofﬁce and Industry Services enjoy these air conditioned
and fully accessible facilities, which include 8,500
square metres of undercover areas, container loading
facilities with good access for semi trailers. The
southern car park is leased to Toyota Nunawading.

Nadrasca Industry Services
Marriage Mark Owen & Kim McMurdie
Mark and Kim
were married
at Ringwood in
September. After
a reception
attended by
family and
friends, they
honeymooned
at Warnambool. On their
return to Rooks Road, they were given
presents by their workmates at Industry
Services. Congratulations to both Mark
and Kim and best wishes for a long and
happy life together.
2009 Annual Leave, Public Holiday and
RDO Roster
The 2009 Annual Leave, Public Holiday
and RDO Roster has been circulated to
all employees. Points to note are:
• Last working day 2008: Tuesday
23 December 2008 – ﬁnish at 1.30pm

employees, with 29 beginning the
program in September.
All employees and the ERC were
involved in the Nadrasca Strategic
Planning process. Their contribution
has been extremely valuable in
assisting Nadrasca to plan for the
future.

Meghan Coulter
Accommodation Services Manager
Nadrasca Community Services

CANTEEN Day

Val Parks

Employees and staff raised $236 for
teenagers with cancer by purchasing
bandannas and pens - a great result.
Season’s Wishes
On behalf of Industry Services I wish
all the Nadrasca family Season’s
Greetings and a Happy and Safe
New Year.
Peter Ray
Manager
Nadrasca Industry Services

• Easter Holidays: only main days Easter
Friday (April 10) and Easter Monday
(April 13)

Community Services

• There is no Day in lieu gazetted for
ANZAC day which occurs on a Saturday
in 2009

On 18 October residents from all
seven houses made their way to the
Melbourne Markets Lions Club 16th
Annual World Festival of Magic Show.
The internationally acclaimed Masters
of Magic and Illusions amazed all who
attended. A big thank you goes to
businesses which sponsored tickets for
residents of Nadrasca Accommodation
Services.

Business Services Year in Review
Again another year has ﬂashed by. We
have continued to grow our business in
all areas. It is interesting to note that
this year we did not have a quiet time as
usually occurs at the end of the ﬁnancial
year.
Financially, Industry Services achieved
an excellent result in 2007-2008 and we
hope to build on this in the coming year.
We have continued to grow our customer
base. This has meant we have an even
greater range of work which enables us
to enhance the skills of our employees.
The process of employee IEP’s and
Annual Wage Assessments continues, and
the Training and Support Co-ordinators
have again done an excellent job in
managing this process.
This year we commenced in-house
numeracy and literacy training for

I would also like to acknowledge the
Accommodation Services staff who
have shown dedication in their role, as
they provide support and contribute to
the lives of residents. I wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and look forward to continuing to
support you all in 2009.

As in other years the game remains
the same – ﬁnd new and exciting work
for our employees which challenges
their abilities and provides a proﬁtable
outcome for the organisation.

• Return to work 2009: Monday
19 January (unless requested to
return earlier)

• Half Crew working last week of June
(22/6-26/6) and ﬁrst week of July
(29/6-3/7) – ﬁnalisation of holiday
arrangements will occur early next
year.

A special wish for good health goes to
Sarah Gibson and Marika Sawatzky who
have been unwell this year and are on
the road to recovery.

Magic Show

Christmas Holidays
Over the holiday break residents are
heading off across the country - many
to family homes, others to Canberra,
Kangaroo Island, The Axton Ridge
Homestead and a Murray River Tour to
name a few. Christmas parties are well
underway, with dinners and lunches
being organised with the families and
friends of each home. Marika Sawatzky
has been busy creating and sending
Christmas cards prior to departing for
Germany for a family holiday.
Training
A number of staff have participated
in a range of training programs
over the last few months including
Supervisor Fire Safety Training,
Vision Loss Training, Person Centred
Active Support and Behaviour Support
Development Training.

Community Options
Val Parks passed away unexpectedly
on the 7 November. Val acted as a
chaperone with Nadrasca since the
program commenced in 1993, retiring in
April 2007. Val was well liked and highly
regarded by both parents and clients.
We send our condolences to her family.
Outdoor Living comes to Witt Street
The Blackburn
North Lions
Club and the
Freemasons
have
successfully
combined to
create an
outside al
fresco area at
Witt Street. The Freemasons
provided the money, the Blackburn North
Lions Club the skill and manpower, and
the project was coordinated by Rob
Tunney. Funding from the Department
of Human Services enabled the erection
of the sails to complete the area. It
took more than three weekends of
diligent work to build the deck and sails,
creating a true masterpiece. A combined
dinner was held at Witt Street for these
two groups to thank them for their work.
The Farm
Robert Finch, the owner of the Good
Guys Nunawading, has been raising
funds to assist our farm project. Robert
and his team have raised in excess of
$13,000 towards the renovations for an
accessible toilet and shower facility. Our
thanks to all involved.
Congratulations
During the year, these people have
achieved milestones supporting Nadrasca –
10 years: Catherine Wakeﬁeld, Ken
Walters, Shaun Walton.
15 years: Ken Morrow, Geoff Blundell,
Maryanne Weir, Karen Brindley and
Gurdeep Kaur
continued page 4

PEOPLE NEWS!
Comings and Goings
Margaret Imberger recently left
Nadrasca after 6 years of work. We
thank her for her contribution and
wish her an enjoyable retirement!
Her place has been taken by Nicole
Butler. When you phone Nadrasca,
please introduce yourself to Nicole.
The next newsletter will feature a
more detailed proﬁle.
Susan McRorie has been temporarily
ﬁlling the Outreach role for the past
three months. At the beginning of
December, her place was taken by
another Susan – Susan Drury. Thanks
to Susan McRorie for her valuable
assistance.
Hema Kumble has taken some long
service leave to attend to yet another
Indian wedding. Hopefully Hema will
provide us with another humorous
report of this long drawn out
celebration.

Meet Meghan
Hi, you probably
know who I am,
but don’t know
much about me
– I am the new
Accommodation
Services Manager.
Born in Kerang
in October 1977, I
was raised on a farm at
Murrabit, Northern Victoria. This
peaceful community town nestles on
the edge of the Murray River – and
boasts serenity, great ﬁshing and the
largest country market in Australia
- with just a few ﬂies! My dad
taught me to ride horses at a very
early age. I currently have 5 horses
named Gandalf, Lily, Emma, Sandy,
and Storm Chaser. I have competed
at Zone and State level in team
showjumping, games and dressage.
I moved to Melbourne in 1996 to
study at RMIT University, Bundoora,
graduating with a BAppSci
(Intellectual Disability) with Honours.
Over the holidays I volunteered
at Interchange, and on weekends
milked cows. In 1999 I began working
at St John of God Services Victoria
(now ‘Accord’), holding several
positions over nearly 10 years.
I came to Nadrasca in September
– many people thought I was moving
to Nebraska!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to
Michelle Garrett who
turned 40 on 5 November. The
occasion was celebrated with family
and friends at the Heathmont
Bowling Club.

Best Wishes
Our best wishes are extended to
Barbara Streiff who recently suffered
a stroke. Barbara is now at home,
after spending a week in Box Hill
Hospital and then rehabilitation at
the Peter James Centre. She hopes to
be well enough to attend the Dinner
Dance, and thank her many friends for
the Get Well cards and phone calls.

Sympathy
Sincere sympathy is offered to Peter
Hammond and Robbie Wright and
their families on the passing of Peter’s
father and Robbie’s mother.

This year is MY year – a new car,
new job and a new man – it has
only taken him 26 years of pursuing
to capture my heart (he calls it
‘chasing after the local wildlife’!).
We grew up together as neighbours,
riding, camping and going to school
together. I now also enjoy the
company of his 7 year old daughter,
Jemma.
A few other things you should know
about me:
• I am not a morning person
• I love Chocolate, watching
‘McLeod’s Daughters’, camping
and my cat Dally
• I am Libran, pedantic and friendly
• I am a country girl at heart
• I will give most things a go – but
not if it’s food or involves heights
• I have made the same wish for 30
years and it is ﬁnally coming true
I look forward to meeting many more
of you. Have a Merry Christmas and a
jolly New Year.
Meghan Coulter

More News!
The car washing crew at
Witt Street have gone
the ‘whole hog’ and
purchased a pig for a
family in the Philippines. Great effort boys!!
‘Wilkommen, BienVenue, Welcome!’ captured
the elderly residents attention at Inala as
Nadrasca Performers entertained them
with highlights from CABARET. Yet another
community celebration of abilities was
held on 3 December at Donwood Lodge to
celebrate International Day for people with
Disabilities. Both events were a great success.

Sing the Sun Expo
A group from our Senior Persons’ Service
represented Nadrasca at a Forum organised
by Alkira, with funding assistance from The
Department of Human Services and the
City of Whitehorse. The aim of the Forum
was to increase the community’s awareness
– especially community service providers –
about how people with intellectual disabilities
can be supported in ageing positively. In
addition to static theme and program activity
displays of art and craft work, there were
a number of demonstrations and concert
items. The Forum was an outstanding success,
with approximately one hundred people in
attendance at any one time, representing
many disability and aged care providers in
the eastern region.
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20 years: Leigh Blenkinsop, Angela Brown,
Vytas Cirvydas, Susan Szigeti & Jette Steffensen
Two people have achieved the highest
honour of 25 years: Ann Parrott and Gabriel
(Gabby) Branagan
Congratulations to Tara McErlain who
celebrated her 21st birthday. Her masquerade
party was a ball!!
General
Community Options Support Plans were all
completed during the month of October
and the new timetables are up and running
smoothly.
Community Options ﬁnish for the year on 23
December at midday. Staff return on the 19
January and service users on 20 January 2009.
All in Community Options wish all a very
Happy and Safe Christmas and look forward
to another wonderful year in 2009.
Raeoni Turner
Manager
Nadrasca Community Options
Nadrasca News is a regular publication.
Contributions or ideas for future editions are welcome.
Please contact A1Admin Pty Ltd on 03 9877 0369.
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